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 Upcoming Events  
 
 

April 

Events  
 

April 12th: 

ñAnnual Gen-

eral Meeting 

wi th  Elec-

tionsò, 6:30 pm. 

Catered dinner for current dues 

paying members. 
 
April 26th: 

ñAncient Rock Carvings in the 

Italian Alpsò, presented by Franco 

Gaudiano, 6:30 pm, Headquarters 

House 

(See page 8 of La Voce for infor-

mation about this presentation and 

page 8ï10 for an interview done 

by Rebecca Novelli) 
 

May Events  
 
May 10th: 

ñLa Liberta: Judith & Archetypes 

of Liberation in Italian Artò, pre-

sented by Rob Prufer, 6:30 pm, 

Headquarters House 
 
No Italian program 
 
The May 10th program concludes 

DAS programming for the year. A 

new year of programs begin in 

September 2017. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

April English Meeting  

òAnnual General Meetingó 
Wednesday, April 12th, 6:30 pm Headquarters House 
 

T he Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Dante Alighieri Society of 

Washington will be held on Wednesday, April 12th at the Garden House, 

15th Avenue S, in Seattle. The meeting will start at 6:30 pm with a dinner pro-

vided at no charge to members. The Business Meeting will start at 7:30 pm. 

The agenda is as follows: 
 
¶ Welcome 

¶ Presidentôs Report 

¶ Treasurerôs Report 

¶ Feedback from members on 2016-2017 

¶ Suggestions from members on 2017-2018 

¶ Nominating Committee Report 

¶ Election of 2017-2018 Board 
 
   The dinner before the Business Meeting will be provided by Navos Café and 

Catering. Navos is a non-profit organization that offers dozens of innovative 

varieties of treatment, healing, and support for a diverse range of the most vul-

nerable King County residents, many of whom live in poverty, most because 

of their mental illness or substance use disorder. The café and catering pro-

gram offers training and employment opportunities to Navosô clients. 
 
   The menu, subject to availability, is as follows: 
 
¶ Antipasto Plate: For example, salami, provolone, balsamic roasted zuc-

chini, asparagus, eggplant, red pepper, Greek 

olives, marinated artichoke hearts 

¶ Salad with arugula, roasted beets, goat cheese, 

simple vinaigrette 

¶ Classic chicken marsala over soft polenta 

(Eggplant parmesan is the vegetarian option) 

¶ Tiramisu 
  
   The Board has arranged for some music during 

the meal which we hope will make the occasion a bit more festive than usual 

since, as well as a business meeting, the AGM is another occasion to enjoy our 

friends, good food, and warm conviviality. 
 
   We will also have a raffle for members. The prizes will consist of bottles of 

wine from the Wine Dinner and a copy of the EATALY cookbook, donated by 

Terry Tazioli. 
 
   NOTE: All members are welcome to attend but please RSVP by April 5th 

to the Activity Line at 425-243-7663 or email: dante.reserve@gmail.com in 

order for an accurate head count. 
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From the President's Desk  

* DAS Star List  2016* 

   While we appreciate those who 

support our Society through member-

ship dues & volunteering, stars are 

awarded to those making extra cash 

contributions which allows us to pro-

vide additional services. 
 
   Grazie Mille for supporting the 

Dante Alighieri Society of Washing-

ton. 
 

Bronzo up to $25 

* Barbara Crawford 

* Donald & Camille DeSantis 

* Debra Rovetto Gillett 

* Peter Greenfield 

* Terrance & Sandra Whaley 
 

Argento $26 to $50 

* Linda Bavisotto & Bill Lemcke 

* David & Jane Cottrell 

* Pat Hoffman 

* Lorraine Morton 

* Harry Reinert 

* Dominic & Louise Sportelli 
 

Oro $51 to $100 

* Rosa Boriello 

* Lawrence Bosi 

* Dan & Carol DeMatteis 

* Emilio Fonzo 

* Toni Napoli 

* Sylvia Shiroyama 

Benvenuti  

Nuovi Membri  
 
 
 
 
 
 

We thank you for your 

support of DAS.  

Our New 

Members  

Ci vuole un villagio 
 
   After one of the recent English program meetings, I sent out a thank-you 

email to all the members I could remember who had pitched in to clean up 

when the dishwashers we usually have for our pasta dinners were unable to 

come. I was a little surprised at how many people were on the email To: list. 

And, as I thought more about it, of how generous the members regularly are 

using their time, talents, and energy keeping the Dante Alighieri Society pro-

gram and events happening month after month and year after year. So I made 

a list of the work that needs to be done for an English program meeting - and I 

thought I'd share it with you all. 
 
Å  Opening up the hall (storage cabinets, doors, heat) 

Å  Assembling the Dante table (bust, flag, banners, nametags, brochures, etc.) 

Å  Putting out the tables and chairs 

Å  Laying out the table clothes and place settings (napkins, cutlery, wine 

glasses, water carafes, salt and pepper) 

Å  Setting up the buffet tables (small plates, napkins, antipasti forks, wine) 

Å  Providing the antipasti, dolci, and vino we all enjoy 

Å  Making the coffee 

Å  Setting up the A/V for the speaker 

Å  Rearranging the buffet table to lay out the main course and salad 

Å  After dinner; gathering up the cutlery, wine glasses, carafes, serving plates, 

and anything else that needs to be washed 

Å  Putting the salt and peppers back in the cupboard 

Å  Cleaning the tables of used paper plates and napkins and putting them in the 

food and waste bin 

Å  Putting the empty wine bottles in the recycling bin 

Å  After the presentation; folding the table clothes and putting them back in the 

cupboard 

Å  Putting away the tables and chairs 

Å  Clearing off the coffee table and the buffet table 

Å  Collecting the nametags 

Å  Putting away the A/V setup and the Dante table 

Å  Emptying the garbage, recycling and food and waste bins into the dumpsters 

Å  Locking up the hall (lights, heat, cupboards, doors) 
  
   OK, I may have gone a bit overboard with details in the list, but I haven't 

even listed what the cooks and their helpers do nor what goes on before the 

meeting to make sure we have a room, a speaker, cooks, dishwashers, and a 

banquet license. 
 
   My point is that there are a lot of small jobs that need to be done for a meet-

ing and that there are a lot of you who pitch in, often without even being 

asked. So thank you all. To rephrase the old saying, "It takes a village to make 

a meeting".  Mille grazie. 
 
   I hope that as many of the members as possible will be able to come to the 

Annual General Meeting on April 12th. You can see from the announcement 

below that the Board has planned something a little different this year as our 

thanks to you. We'll see you there. 
 
A presto 

Dan DeMatteis  
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   Language Program News  

Giuseppe Tassone, Italian 
Language School Director  

 

I  t was a positive new start for our program. Autumn quarter 52 

students registered in our program and we offered 4 levels of Italian: 

A1, A2, B1, and the C level with 9 students enrolled, the largest number 

in recent years. Winter quarter we had 44 students. Most of the students 

enrolled in level A1, A2, B1, and C1 continued with their second quar-

ter. Some of them were not able to continue due to work schedules or 

because they were taking the class in preparation of a trip or a stay to 

Italy such as a family of two parents and two children, who are spending 

winter quarter abroad in Rome. Others are planning to return in the 

spring. Our instructors, Dida Berretta, Marina Gagliardi, Michela Tart-

aglia, and Laura Ciroi are now preparing their students for their final 

quarter for 2016-17. Upon completion of spring quarter, students can 

advance to their next level of Italian or they can repeat the same level if 

they wish. Spring Quarter will start Thursday, March 30th at 7:00 p.m. 

at Seattle University. New students with some knowledge in Italian are 

welcome to join our program. If students were not able to continue the 

sequence last year this is also a good time to complete it. 
 
   For further information and to register, visit the society website at 

www.danteseattle.org or contact the director Giuseppe Tassone at: 

info@danteseattle.org. 
 
Festeggiamo! 
 
   At the Italian language program, it is a tradition for our instructors to 

organize an end of the quarter celebration with their students to celebrate 

their work and accomplishments. At the end of fall quarter in December 

it was a potluck where we combine all levels together and in addition to 

delicious food we have a trivia multiple-choice game in Italian on 

Christmas in Italy where students compete in different multi-level teams 

with questions such as:  Qual è il dolce tipico di Natale? Tiramisù, Pa-

nettone, Cannoli or Come si chiama la strada di Napoli famosa per i 

presepi? Via Toledo, Via Chiaia, Via San Gregorio Armeno. 
 
   Here are some images from this special night visible also on our Face-

book page: www.facebook.com/danteseattle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DAS Board Meeting  
 

B oard meetings are held on 

the first Wednesday every 

other month from August through 

May with August being planning 

meeting. 
 
   The next board meeting will be 

held May 3rd. 
 
   Meetings are held from 7:00-

8:30 pm in the Community Room 

at Merrill Gardens at First Hill 

(formerly Faerland Terrace), 

1421 Minor Avenue on Capitol 

Hill. Meetings are open to all 

members.  
 
    

(Continued on 
page 4 ) 

* DAS Star List  2016* 

Oro $51 to $100 

* Domenic & Louise Sportelli 
 

Platinoðover $100 

* Gini Harmon 

* David Larsen 

* Dominick Minotti 

* German D. Rodriguez 

* Stephen Stimac &  
       Martha Lindley 
 
   Consider making a donation to 

DAS today. Your donation helps 

DAS maintain the excellent programs 

and activities sponsored. Everyone 

benefits! 
 
   The names on the donation list will 

remain through December 31, 2017. 

If you make a donation after May 

2017, your name will be on the dona-

tion list through 2018. 
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The Program: 
Since 1984, the local chapter of Dante Alighieri Society has offered a comprehensive Italian Language Program for 

all those interested in learning or perfecting their Italian language skills. Our instructors are qualified and native 

speakers, classes are small and our per hour instruction cost provides good value. 
 
Classes Available: 
Six class levels from A1 to C2, each level consisting of three quartersðFall, Winter, and Spring, are offered during 

the year as enrollment permits. 
 
Schedule: 
The school year extends from late September or early October to June with a class break every 10 weeks. Each 

class level begins in the fall and lasts for three quarters or 30 weeks. Classes meet twice a week on Tuesday and 

Thursday evenings except the new class ñIntermediate-Advanced Conversational Italianò that meets Monday & 

Wednesdays. 
 
Location: 
Seattle University campus, Administration Building 
  
Class Descriptions: 

Beginning Italian (Level A1) - This course is for people with little or no Italian language. Students will be intro-

duced to the basic phonetic, grammatical, and lexical structures through conversation and simple dialogues. During 

the three quarter course, students will be engaged in a variety of fun activities and begin their journey of learning 

Italian.  

Elementary Italian (Level A2) - The elementary level is the continuation of the beginning class or for those who 

have already studied some Italian. Students will finish exploring essential grammar structures while learning appro-

priate and relevant words and expressions. At the end of the three quarter course, students should be able to use ba-

sic structures of the language with confidence and be able to communicate well in daily situations.  
  
Intermediate (Level B1) - This course will review and reinforce the studentôs basic knowledge of Italian. Students 

will review and reinforce their knowledge of the language in addition to expanding their vocabulary and ability to 

understand written and spoken Italian. Students will be exposed to cultural and literary readings and will develop a 

greater understanding of Italian culture, lifestyle, and way of thinking.  
 
Upper-Intermediate (Level B2) - This course is the continuation of B1. It completes the review and reinforcement 

of grammar covered in the previous beginning and elementary levels in addition covering any missing structures. 

This course will help students understand articles from newspapers and the web, song lyrics, literary excerpts, vid-

eos, and excerpts from films and commercials. At the end of the three quarter course, students will be able to en-

gage effectively in a conversation, express opinions, and give simple explanations.  
 
IntermediateðAdvanced (Level C1) - This course is designed for students who have completed the grammar topics 

reviewed and expanded in level B1 and B2 or have a good grasp of them. Students will perfect their grammar and 

greatly improve their comprehension, conversation, and writing skills. Students will read and discuss literature, 

watch films and videos in Italian and converse about the cinema, art, Italian news, and current events. At the end of 

the three quarter course, one will be able to interact with Italian speakers fluently and spontaneously.  
 
Advanced Italian (Level C2) - Level C2 is the capstone of our program. It is designed for students who have com-

pleted level C1 and wish to continue for an additional year. The goal of the three quarter course is to deepen and 

perfect the studentôs existing knowledge of the Italian language. 

 

Intermediate-Advanced Conversational ItalianðNEW - This is a multi-level conversational course open to students 

who have completed at least levels A1 and A2 and recommended for students with a level of proficiency above B1. 

This course will advance your fluency, listening comprehension and conversation skills, expand your vocabulary, 

and improve your grammar.  Monday & Wednesdays 

 

 

 
 
  
     

  

  

  

 

(Language Program News from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 
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La Voce  
 

I  tôs springtime and with that came early pollen and traffic 

woes in Atlanta with the collapsing 

of part of I85 which goes through 

the heart of downtown Atlanta car-

rying 250,000 plus cars daily. This 

makes Seattleôs traffic a ñbreeze.ò 

Itôs going to be months before 

things ñmayò be back to normal 

Now, maybe Atlantalites will em-

brace an extended rail system, 

something we use often living in 

the Atlanta area! 
 
  If you find in your explorations 

something related to the Italian life 

that may be of interest to our mem-

bers, please consider sharing this 

through La Voce. Submissions are 

always welcome and by all means 

send the articles to me any time. 

The sooner the better! 

 Linda  
La Voce Editor 

LTHDesign@comcast.net 

Deliver-

ing La 

Voce to 

Members  
 

L a Voce will be sent as a pdf 

file attachment to your email 

address. Or you may log onto the 

Dante website to see the latest is-

sue as well as back issues of La 

Voce. The website is: 
 

http://danteseattle.org 
 
   Adobe Reader is necessary to be 

able to view La Voce. You can 

download this program from the 

DAS website.  
 
   Be sure your mailbox isnôt full 

otherwise you will have to check 

the Dante website. 

 
La Voce  

Course Schedule: 
 
Fall Quarter 2016:    October 4 - December 8 

ThanksgivingðNo classes 11/24 

Pre-registration Deadline:   September 27 
 
Winter Quarter 2017:   January 5 - March 14 

Pre-registration Deadline:   December 19 
 
Spring Quarter 2017:    March 30 - June 6 

Pre-registration Deadline:   March 21 
 
Class Fee: 

Level A1 & A2 - $180 per quarter 

Level B1 & B2 - $275 per quarter 

Level C1 & C2 - $300 per quarter 
 
Intermediate-Advanced Conversational Italianð$300 per quarter 
 
For further information email: info@danteseattle.org 

To register: www.danteseattle.org/classes.html 
 
More Photos from the Language School Potluck: 

 

 

www.facebook.com/danteseattle 

(Language Program News from page 4) 
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  PLIDA  
 

T he Dante Alighieri Society of Washington is 

one of the few institutes in North America 

authorized to offer PLIDA (Progetto Lingua Ital-

iana Dante Alighieri-Dante Alighieri Italian Language Project) certifi-

cation. 
 
   The Dante Alighieri Society of Washington in Seattle is an official 

PLIDA examination center. 
 
   PLIDA exams are designed by the Società Dante Alighieri staff to 

assess Italian as a foreign or second language. 
 
   Every year thousands of candidate throughout the world test their lan-

guage competence and get a certificate recognized by the Italian gov-

ernment and accepted globally. 
 
What is PLIDA? 

Società Dante Alighieri promotes best practices in teaching Italian as a 

foreign and second language and has a full range of resources to prac-

tice Italian and get ready for the PLIDA exam; SDA provides regularly 

training sessions, refresher courses, and guidance to syllabus design.  

PLIDA exams are aligned with international standards and the Common 

European Framework of Reference levels (CEFR). 
 
Who can Register? 

PLIDA exams are designed for all people who need to assess their skills 

in Italian language and to obtain an official certification. There are no 

age limits for exam registration. Each candidate can choose the level 

that may be best for him/her and may sign up for multiple levels within 

the same session. In order to sign-up for a PLIDA exam, there is no 

need to have accomplished lower levels. The timetable for the exam 

sessions, which is valid all over the world, is available on the website 

www.plida.it. For the dates in Seattle visit: www.danteseattle.org/plida 
 
Why take a PLIDA Exam? 

Å To request a resident permit for Italy (from level A2). 

Å To obtain a longer residence permit of Italy (EC residence permit) 

from level A2. 

Å To register with Italian University without taking the Italian examina-

tion (levels B2, C1, or C2). 

The level required depends on the University and type of faculty. 

Å To obtain exemption from the Italian exam for the bilingual 

ñpatentinoò in Trentino Alto-Adige. 

Å To explain your level of Italian more clearly on your curriculum vitae. 
 
PLIDA Certificate Recognition 

Plida is recognized by: 
 
Å The Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Å The Italian Ministry of Education, University and Research 

Å The Italian Ministry of Interior 

Å The Italian Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs 

Å The Sapienza University of Rome 

 

Club Alpino Italiano 

(CAI) 

PNW  
 

C l u b 

A l p i n o 

activities:  
 
April 8th: Hike 

Destination: Middle Fork Sno-

qualmie 

Distance/Time: 6  miles round trip 

Elevation Gain: 350 ft 
 
An easy hike. 
 
Future 2017 Activities: 
 
May 13th: Wenatchee area hike 

Jun 10th: Hike 

Jul 8th: Margaret Lake hike 

Aug 12th: Mt. Rainier hike 

Sep 9th: Sauk Mountain hike 

Oct 14th: Undetermined 

Nov 11th: Discover Park walk 

Dec 9th: Holiday party 
 
Check the CAI PNW website for 

further information on current and 

future activities:  

www.cai-pnw.com 

(Continued on page 7) 

For Real ñFrancesco 

Bertolli  
 

F ranceso 

Bertolli 

started his 

company in 

Lucca, in 

Tuscany, in 

1865, sell-

ing local 

wine, cheese, and olive oil. 
 
   He became the first exporter of 

olive oil when Italian immigrants 

to America wrote him asking to 

have crates of his olive oil sent to 

them. In 2015, they celebrated 150 

years of business. 
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The Dante Alighieri Society of 

Washington is a nonprofi t 

corporation organized to promote 

Italian language and culture within 

the  s ta te  o f  Wash ing ton .  

Membership is open to anyone 

interested in the goals and ideals of 

our society regardless of ethnic 

origin. La Voce della Dante is 

published eight times a year by the 

Dante Alighieri Society of 

Washington.  All rights reserved. 
 

Dan  DeMatteis 

President 
 

Harry Reinert 

Vice President 
  

Linn Crosetto 

Secretary 
  

Bruce Leone 

Treasurer 
 

Sylvia Shiroyama 

Past President 
 

David Larsen 

Counselor 
 

Houghton Lee 

Counselor 
 

Dominick Minotti 

Counselor 
 

Stephen Stimac 

Counselor 
 

Michela Tartaglia 

Counselor 
  

Linda Heimbigner 

La Voce Editor 
 

Terry Hanlon 

Hospitality 
 

Melinda Jankord-Steedman 

Anita Bingaman 

Program Chairs 
 

Giuseppe Tassone 

Language Program Director 

 

Dante Alighieri Society 

of Washington  

"Società per la diffusione della 

lingua e della cultura italiana nel 

mondo" 
 

Mailing address: 

PO Box 9494 

Seattle, WA  98109 

(425) 243-7663 

La Voce Needs You!  
  

T ell a story, write an article, share your Italian 

heritage; send via email (as a Word document) to 

LTHdesign@comcast.net. You can also mail it via 

regular mail to Linda Heimbigner, 4355 Little Falls 

Drive, Cumming, GA 30041. Keep things coming! 

Thanks to everyone who has contributed articles. 
 
Article submission deadline: 
 
ISSUE DATE   SUBMISSION DEADLINE    
May 2017   By April 20th 

September 2017  By August 20th 
 
(La Voce is not published June, July, or August) 
 
NOTE: Please keep in mind the above submission deadlines and itôs 

great if articles are submitted as early as possible. 

Dante on the Internet!  
Check our website. It has links to our recent newsletters (including this 

one) as well as information on speakers and other matters of interest. 

Our web address is:  

 http://danteseattle.org  

 

 

Where can I take the PLIDA Exam? 

PLIDA exams are offered by more than 310 center across the world in-

cluding the Dante Alighieri Society of Washington. For other centers 

search on www.plida.it 
 
ONLINE RESOURCES 
 
On www.plida.it youôll find: 

Å News and information about PLIDA certification 

Å Documents and materials for PLIDA certification 

Å Programs for PLIDA refresher courses for teachers 

Å Textbook in Italian for foreigners and other works published for 

PLIDA by the publishing house Alma Edizioni. 

Å Video, presentations and educational materials 
 
2017 PLIDA Exam Dates 

May 17 (Levels A1, A2, B1, C2) 

June 21 (Levels B1, B2, C1) 

Nov 29 (Levels A1, A2, B1) 

Nov 30 (Levels B2, C1, C2) 

For registration deadlines, registration info, and exam fees see: 
 
 www.danteseattle.org/plida 
 
   For any questions, contact the PLIDA coordinator in Seattle Giuseppe 

Tassone at:  plida@danteseattle.org 

(PLIDA from page 6) 


