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 Upcoming Events 
 

for Sep-

tember: 
 
Sept 13th: 

“Alba Nuova: 

A New Dawn: 

The Story of a 

19th Century Italian Immigrant”, 

presented by Claude DaCorsi, 

6:30 pm, Pre-Dante Pasta (Pre-

registration required); 7:30 pm, 

presentation (Pre-registration not 

required); Headquarters House 
 
Sept 23rd-24th: 

30th Annual Festa Italiana, 

Seattle Center 
 
Sept 27th:  

“Maremma una Toscana quasi 

sconosciuta (A Little Part of Tus-

cany)”, presented by Ornella De 

Stavola, 6:30 pm, Headquarters 

House 
 
 

September English 

Meeting Note 
 

A s a reminder, with the Sep-

tember 13th meeting being 

the first meeting of the new Dante 

year, if you plan to attend the pre-

Dante pasta meal that begins at 

6:30 pm, be sure to reserve your 

spot(s) no later than the Monday 

before the presentation by: calling 

the Activity Line (425-243-7663)  

or email: 

dante.reserve@gmail.com 

September English Meeting 

“Alba Nuova: A New Dawn: The Story 

of a 19th Century Italian Immigrant” 

Presented by Claude DaCorsi 
Wednesday, Sept 13th, 6:30 pm Headquarters House 

 

C laude DaCorsi, a local author and  

Auburn City Councilmember, will 

start off our 2017-2018 DAS year at our 

English meeting on September 13th, 2017. 

Mr. DaCorsi will talk about his book, Alba 

Nuova, which is based on his great-

grandfather, Pasquale DaCorsi, who immi-

grated to New York in 1898 to make a bet-

ter life for his family. At age 47, he left his 

wife and sons behind in Italy with the plan 

of having them join him a few months 

later. As his ship arrives in the New York 

harbor his eyes immediately gaze at the 

majestic Statue of Liberty and Pasquale 

realizes his alba nuova (new dawn) is 

about to begin. This is a story about Italian 

heritage, a family that made America their home, Italian culture, and 

history all combined. 
 
   Mr. DaCorsi, originally from Gloversville, NY, 

resided in California for 17 years, relocated to 

Washington State in 1991, and has been an Au-

burn resident for 11 years. He became an Auburn 

City Councilmember in 2014 and has over 20 

years of experience in public works procurement 

and contract administration. DaCorsi has a Mas-

ters Degree in Public Administration (MPA) with 

a specialization in government from Seattle Uni-

versity and a Bachelor’s Degree in Business Man-

agement magna cum laude from Northwest Uni-

versity. He also belongs to numerous organiza-

tions, business related as well as involved in Ital-

ian organizations. 
 
   There will be copies of his books available at the meeting. $1.00 per 

book sold will be donated to the Auburn Food Pantry. 
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From the President's Desk 
* DAS Star List  2017* 

   While we appreciate those who 

support our Society through member-

ship dues & volunteering, stars are 

awarded to those making extra cash 

contributions which allows us to pro-

vide additional services.  
 
   Grazie Mille for supporting the 

Dante Alighieri Society of Washing-

ton. 
 

Bronzo up to $25 

 Barbara Crawford 

 Donald & Camille DeSantis 

 Debra Rovetto Gillett 

 Peter Greenfield 

 Antoinette Slavich 

 Terrance & Sandra Whaley 
 

Argento $26 to $50 

 Linda Bavisotto & Bill Lemcke 

 David & Jane Cottrell 

 Pat Hoffman 

 Lorraine Morton 

 Harry Reinert 

 Dominic & Louise Sportelli 
 

Oro $51 to $100 

 Rosa Boriello 

 Lawrence Bosi 

 Dan & Carol DeMatteis 

 Emilio Fonzo 

 Toni Napoli 

 Sylvia Shiroyama 

 Domenic & Louise Sportelli 
 

Platino—over $100 

 Gini Harmon 

 David Larsen 

 Dominick Minotti 

 German D. Rodriguez 

 Stephen Stimac &  
       Martha Lindley 
 
   Consider making a donation to 

DAS today. Your donation helps 

DAS maintain the excellent programs 

and activities sponsored. Everyone 

benefits! 
 
   The names on the donation list will 

remain through December 31, 2017. 

If you make a donation after May 

2017, your name will be on the dona-

tion list through 2018, . 

B envenuti ad un altro anno di DAS! 

  

I hope you’re looking forward to this year’s activities as much as I am. 

We've quite a lot of interesting and enjoyable events planned. 
 
   The roster of speakers for this year’s monthly English and Italian 

meetings is shaping up to be as informative and entertaining as ever. 

Some “old” faces – Fr. Tom Lucas will be back as well as our local 

favorites, Prof. Albert Sbragia and Rob Prufer. And some speakers as 

yet unfamiliar to us, including two dynamic presenters on Dante's 

Divine Comedy. And of course, our resident quizmaster, Nick Minotti, 

will test our knowledge of things and places Italian with the always 

enjoyable quiz he prepared for Festa Italiana at our October English 

Meeting. 
 
   There’s our extensive program of Italian classes given by the DAS 

Language School to start or continue an Italian language journey. All 

the teachers are native speakers, classes are small and lively, and the 

per hour instruction cost is quite appealing.  
 
   More immediately, on Saturday and Sunday, September 23-24, we'll 

be at Festa Italiana at the Seattle Center once again. DAS has had a 

booth there, in the same location in the Fisher Pavilion, for 23 years! I 

know all of you that have been there in years past have enjoyed this 

exuberant celebration of all things Italian. 
  
   If you’re interested in volunteering for the DAS booth, please contact 

Toni Napoli (tnapoli44@gmail.com) who’s coordinating the booth 

volunteers again this year.  
 
   And if you're interested in becoming a supporting member of the 

Dante Alighieri Society, please talk to one of us at the Festa Italiana 

booth. Discover a group of friends you haven't met yet! 
 
   Our first meeting is Wednesday, September 13th. I’m looking 

forward to seeing you all again, to another entertaining talk and to 

another delicious pasta dinner.  
  
   Ci vediamo presto!  

 
 
 

Dan DeMatteis 
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Benvenuti 

Nuovi Membri 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We thank you for your 

support of DAS. 

Our New 

Members 

September Italian Meeting 

“Maremma una Toscana quasi sconos-

ciuta (A Little Part of Tuscany)” 

Presented by Ornella De Stavola 
Wednesday, Sept 27th, 6:30 pm Headquarters House 
 

O rnella De Stavola will be our presenter for the Italian meeting on 

Wednesday, September 27th. Come hear her presentation 

“Maremma una Toscana quasi sconosciuta (A Little Part of Tuscany)”. 
 
   Ms. De Stavola was born and raised in the Campania region of south-

ern Italy within a large and traditional family. In 1972, she received her 

degree in Pedagogy and taught in Sardinia for two years. Later, she re-

ceived her Public License, which is a recognized competence to teach 

in all Italian State Public Schools, and, through which, one receives the 

title of Professor. She has been teaching Italian, Latin, history, and ge-

ography for 32 years. 
 
She is now 

retired and 

she and 

her hus-

band have 

m a d e 

Be l l evu e 

their home 

s i n c e 

2006.  In 

2007, she 

became a 

part - t ime 

Italian lan-

g u a g e 

teacher for 

the Continuing Education Department of Bellevue College. She also 

teaches in the credit classes as well as offering private lessons. Through 

direct experience in classes of different levels, from basic to more ad-

vanced, she has developed her own method of exposing students to a 

well-rounded experience of the Italian culture (called “a tutto tondo”).  

DAS Board Meeting 
 

B oard meetings are held on 

the first Wednesday every 

other month from August through 

May with August being planning 

meeting. 
 
   The next board meeting will be 

held October 4th, 2017. 
 
   Meetings are held from 7:00-

8:30 pm in the Community Room 

at Merrill Gardens at First Hill 

(formerly Faerland Terrace), 

1421 Minor Avenue on Capitol 

Hill. Meetings are open to all 

members.  
 
    

May English Meeting 
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Language Program News 

Giuseppe Tassone, Italian 
Language School Director 
 

O ur Dante Language School has been honored for the quality of its Italian language program with a finan-

cial grant of support. The prestigious Italian Cultural Institute and the Consulate General of Italy in San 

Francisco again awarded the 2017-18 curriculum, recognizing the Dante Alighieri Society of Washington for 

promoting Italian culture and language. 
 
   All classes are held on the Seattle University campus in the Administration Building. However, our language 

program is a self-sustaining autonomous program independent of Seattle University. 
 
   The class schedule follows an academic schedule with the same format as a college or university level class. 

While the subject matter of each of the three quarters of the academic year builds on the previous quarter, it is 

possible to enter the program at any quarter depending on ones previous experience and knowledge of the lan-

guage. Please seek the advice of the Program Director if you have any questions on your appropriate entry 

level and timing. 
 
The Program: 
Since 1984, the local chapter of Dante Alighieri Society has offered a comprehensive Italian Language Pro-

gram for all those interested in learning or perfecting their Italian language skills. Our instructors are qualified 

and native speakers, classes are small, and our per hour instruction cost provides good value. 
 
Classes Available: 
Class levels from A1 to Intermediate-Advanced Conversational, each level consisting of three quarters—Fall, 

Winter, and Spring, are offered during the year as enrollment permits. 
 
Schedule: 
The school year extends from late September or early October to June with a class break every 10 weeks. 

Each class level begins in the fall and lasts for three quarters or 30 weeks. Classes meet twice a week on 

Tuesday and Thursday evenings except the new class “Intermediate-Advanced Conversational Italian” that 

meets Monday & Wednesdays. 
 
Class Descriptions: 

Beginning Italian (Level A1) - This course is for people with little or no Italian language. Students will be in-

troduced to the basic phonetic, grammatical, and lexical structures through conversation and simple dialogues. 

During the three quarter course, students will be engaged in a variety of fun activities and begin their journey 

of learning Italian.  

Elementary Italian (Level A2) - The elementary level is the continuation of the beginning class or for those 

who have already studied some Italian. Students will finish exploring essential grammar structures while learn-

ing appropriate and relevant words and expressions. At the end of the three quarter course, students should be 

able to use basic structures of the language with confidence and be able to communicate well in daily situa-

tions.  
  
Intermediate (Level B1) - This course will review and reinforce the student’s basic knowledge of Italian. Stu-

dents will review and reinforce their knowledge of the language in addition to expanding their vocabulary and 

ability to understand written and spoken Italian. Students will be exposed to cultural and literary readings and 

will develop a greater understanding of Italian culture, lifestyle, and way of thinking.  
 
Upper Intermediate (Level B2) - This course is the continuation of B1. It completes the review and reinforce-

ment of grammar covered in the previous beginning and elementary levels in addition covering any missing 

structures. This course will help students understand articles from newspapers and the web, song lyrics,  
 
  
     

  

  

  

 

(Continued on page 5) 
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La Voce 
 

W elcome to another year of 

fabulous speakers and 

events by DAS. Our program 

chairs do a wonderful job of sched-

uling speakers and enlisting people 

to prepare the pre-Dante pasta din-

ners prior to the English meetings. 

These dinners are always delicious 

and a good time to get to know 

your fellow DAS members. 
 
   Enjoy the year and give DAS a 

hand. 
 
  If you find in your explorations 

something related to the Italian life 

that may be of interest to our mem-

bers, please consider sharing this 

through La Voce. Submissions are 

always welcome and by all means 

send the articles to me any time. 

The sooner the better! 

 Linda 
La Voce Editor 

LTHDesign@comcast.net 

Deliver-

ing La 

Voce to 

Members 
 

L a Voce will be sent as a pdf 

file attachment to your email 

address. Or you may log onto the 

Dante website to see the latest is-

sue as well as back issues of La 

Voce. The website is: 
 

http://danteseattle.org 
 
   Adobe Reader is necessary to be 

able to view La Voce. You can 

download this program from the 

DAS website.  
 
   Be sure your mailbox isn’t full 

otherwise you will have to check 

the Dante website. 

 
La Voce  

literary excerpts, videos, and excerpts from films and commercials. At the 

end of the three quarter course, students will be able to engage effectively 

in a conversation, express opinions, and give simple explanations.  
 
Intermediate—Advanced Conversational (Level B1 and above) - This is a 

multi-level conversational course open to students who have completed at 

least levels A1 and A2, although it is recommended for students with a 

level of proficiency above B1. The course will advance your fluency, lis-

tening, comprehension, and conversation skills, expand your vocabulary 

and improve your grammar. 

 

 

Course Schedule: 
 
Fall Quarter 2017:    September 28- December 8 

Thanksgiving—No classes 11/23 

Pre-registration Deadline:   September 25 
 
Winter Quarter 2018:   January 11- March 20 

Pre-registration Deadline:   December 18 
 
Spring Quarter 2018:    April 5 - June 12 

Pre-registration Deadline:   March 19 
 
Class Fee: 

Level A1 & A2 - $180 per quarter 

Level B1 & B2 - $275 per quarter 

Intermediate-Advanced Conversational Italian—$300 per quarter 
 
For further information email: info@danteseattle.org 

To register: www.danteseattle.org/classes.html 
 
 
 

 

www.facebook.com/danteseattle 

(Language Program News from page 4) 

Language school year end picnic 
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  PLIDA 
 

T he Dante Alighieri Society of Washington is 

one of the few institutes in North America 

authorized to offer PLIDA (Progetto Lingua Ital-

iana Dante Alighieri-Dante Alighieri Italian Language Project) certifi-

cation. 
 
   The Dante Alighieri Society of Washington in Seattle is an official 

PLIDA examination center. 
 
   PLIDA exams are designed by the Società Dante Alighieri staff to 

assess Italian as a foreign or second language. 
 
   Every year thousands of candidate throughout the world test their lan-

guage competence and get a certificate recognized by the Italian gov-

ernment and accepted globally. 
 
What is PLIDA? 

Società Dante Alighieri promotes best practices in teaching Italian as a 

foreign and second language and has a full range of resources to prac-

tice Italian and get ready for the PLIDA exam; SDA provides regularly 

training sessions, refresher courses, and guidance to syllabus design.  

PLIDA exams are aligned with international standards and the Common 

European Framework of Reference levels (CEFR). 
 
Who can Register? 

PLIDA exams are designed for all people who need to assess their skills 

in Italian language and to obtain an official certification. There are no 

age limits for exam registration. Each candidate can choose the level 

that may be best for him/her and may sign up for multiple levels within 

the same session. In order to sign-up for a PLIDA exam, there is no 

need to have accomplished lower levels. The timetable for the exam 

sessions, which is valid all over the world, is available on the website 

www.plida.it. For the dates in Seattle visit: www.danteseattle.org/plida 
 
Why take a PLIDA Exam? 

• To request a resident permit for Italy (from level A2). 

• To obtain a longer residence permit of Italy (EC residence permit) 

from level A2. 

• To register with Italian University without taking the Italian examina-

tion (levels B2, C1, or C2). 

The level required depends on the University and type of faculty. 

• To obtain exemption from the Italian exam for the bilingual 

“patentino” in Trentino Alto-Adige. 

• To explain your level of Italian more clearly on your curriculum vitae. 
 
PLIDA Certificate Recognition 

Plida is recognized by: 
 
• The Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

• The Italian Ministry of Education, University and Research 

• The Italian Ministry of Interior 

• The Italian Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs 

• The Sapienza University of Rome 

 

Club 

Alpino 

Italiano 

(CAI) PNW  
 

C lub Alpino activities:  
 
September 9th: Hike 

Destination: Margaret Lake 

Distance/Time: 6  miles round trip 

Elevation Gain: 1500 ft 

High Point: 5100 ft 
 
Contact: hike@cai-pnw.org 
 
Future 2017 Activities: 
 
Oct 14th: Wallace Falls hike 

Nov 11th: Discover Park walk 

Dec 9th: Holiday party 
 
Check the CAI PNW website for 

further information on current and 

future activities:  

www.cai-pnw.com 

(Continued on page 7) 

Rome Visit 
 

O ne member of DAS, 

Lorraine Morton, was in 

Rome and  stopped at Palazzo 

Firenze, the headquarter of the 

Società Dante Alighieri, to get a 

sticker for the DAS membership 

card. Here she met Eugenio Va-

der, who is the Rome coordinator 

for the 401 chapters of the Società 

Dante Alighieri around the world. 

He took a picture of Lorraine. 
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The Dante Alighieri Society of 

Washington is  a  nonprofi t 

corporation organized to promote 

Italian language and culture within 

t h e  s t a t e  o f  W a s h i n g t o n .  

Membership is open to anyone 

interested in the goals and ideals of 

our society regardless of ethnic 

origin. La Voce della Dante is 

published eight times a year by the 

Dante Alighieri Society of 

Washington.  All rights reserved. 
 

Dan  DeMatteis 

President 
 

Harry Reinert 

Vice President 
  

Linn Crosetto 

Secretary 
  

Bruce Leone 

Treasurer 
 

Sylvia Shiroyama 

Past President 
 

David Larsen 

Counselor 
 

Houghton Lee 

Counselor 
 

Dominick Minotti 

Counselor 
 

John Steedman 

Counselor 
 

Stephen Stimac 

Counselor 
  

Linda Heimbigner 

La Voce Editor 
 

Terry Hanlon 

Hospitality 
 

Melinda Jankord-Steedman 

Anita Bingaman 

Program Chairs 
 

Giuseppe Tassone 

Language Program Director 

 

Dante Alighieri Society 

of Washington 

"Società per la diffusione della 

lingua e della cultura italiana nel 

mondo" 
 

Mailing address: 

PO Box 9494 

Seattle, WA  98109 

(425) 243-7663 

La Voce Needs You!  
  

T ell a story, write an article, share your Italian 

heritage; send via email (as a Word document) to 

LTHdesign@comcast.net. You can also mail it via 

regular mail to Linda Heimbigner, 4355 Little Falls 

Drive, Cumming, GA 30041. Keep things coming! 

Thanks to everyone who has contributed articles. 
 
Article submission deadline: 
 
ISSUE DATE   SUBMISSION DEADLINE   
October 2017   By September 20th 

November 2017  By October 20th 
 
(La Voce is not published June, July, or August) 
 
NOTE: Please keep in mind the above submission deadlines and it’s 

great if articles are submitted as early as possible. 

Dante on the Internet! 
Check our website. It has links to our recent newsletters (including this 

one) as well as information on speakers and other matters of interest. 

Our web address is:  

 http://danteseattle.org  

 

 

Where can I take the PLIDA Exam? 

PLIDA exams are offered by more than 310 center across the world in-

cluding the Dante Alighieri Society of Washington. For other centers 

search on www.plida.it 
 
ONLINE RESOURCES 
 
On www.plida.it you’ll find: 

• News and information about PLIDA certification 

• Documents and materials for PLIDA certification 

• Programs for PLIDA refresher courses for teachers 

• Textbook in Italian for foreigners and other works published for 

PLIDA by the publishing house Alma Edizioni. 

• Video, presentations and educational materials 
 
2017 PLIDA Exam Dates 

Nov 29 (Levels A1, A2, B1) 

Nov 30 (Levels B2, C1, C2) 

For registration deadlines, registration info, and exam fees see: 
 
 www.danteseattle.org/plida 
 
   For any questions, contact the PLIDA coordinator in Seattle Giuseppe 

Tassone at:  plida@danteseattle.org 

(PLIDA from page 6) 
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T he weekend of September 23rd—24th marks the 30th year for 

Festa Italiana at the Fisher Pavilion and surrounding grounds and 

buildings of Seattle Center, 305 Harrison Street, Seattle, WA  98109. 

Events begin 10am til 7 pm on each day.  
 
   Festa Italiana is an all volunteer community organization which pro-

duces an annual series of events the last week of September, culminat-

ing in a major Italian Festival at Seattle Center. Since 1988, Festa Ital-

iana has been celebrating the cultural roots of Italians and Italian-

Americans in the Pacific Northwest by promoting arts, the food, and the 

culture that are uniquely Italian. 
 
   Highlights include two concerts starring New York tenor Aaron 

Caruso in only his third appearance in Seattle. Celebrity Chef Rossella 

Rago headlines a great schedule of cooking demos, puppetry by the 

Olde World Puppet Theatre, and a grape stomping competition which 

has to be seen to be believed! By popular demand, the Festa Food Court 

& Vendor Market has been expanded.  
 
   While at Festa be sure to stop by the DAS’s booth at the Fisher Pavil-

lion.  
 
Events related to Festa include the following: 
 
Friday, September 15th:  

 Festa Italian Luncheon, sponsored by the Italian Club of Seattle, 

Seattle Yacht Club, 11am—1:30pm. This year’s Gil Centioli Award 

winner is Brian Dijulio  John Venables, veteran stage announcer, will 

be the recipient of the Patricia DeLaurenti Volunteer of the Year 

Award. $55 per person, RSVP required. 
 
Saturday, September 16th: 

 Annual Mass in Italian, Mt. Virgin Church, 6:30pm followed by 

reception. 
 
Friday, September 22nd: 

 The Taste of Italy™ Wine Tasting and Opening Reception, 7pm 

in the Armory at Seattle Center. Featured will be music by Danny 

Quintero, over 70 Italian wines to taste, and delicious hors d’oeuvres 

and antipasti from Big John’s PFI. Tickets are $25 per person and you 

must be 21 or older to enter. (Service charges apply.) 
 
   For further information and schedules, go to the website: 

festaseattle.com 

 

 

 

 

Festa Italiana  
Seattle 

Festa Profiles 
 

R ossella Rago will be the ce-

lebrity chef for Festa. She 

appears Saturday and Sunday, 

September 23rd and 24th at 4:00 

pm on the Fisher Terrace—the 

rooftop of the Fisher Pavilion. 
 
   Rossella is the creator and host 

of the web tv cooking show, 

Cooking with Nonna. Grandmas  

are invited to share their most 

original 

recipes 

depict -

ing the 

regions 

they are 

f r o m . 

N o t 

only is 

this a 

p l a t -

form for 

original 

regional recipes but also for fam-

ily stories tracing their roots and 

culture of Italy. 
 
   She is author of the cookbook, 

“Cooking with Nonna”. 

 

A aron Caruso, tenor, performs 

4pm Saturday and Sunday 

on the Moretti Main Stage. 
 
   Tony Bennett sums Aaron’s tal-

ent up by saying he sings like 

Mario Lanza. 
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Pre-

Dante 

Pasta  
 

J oin us 

for the 

p r e - D a n t e 

Pasta dinner 

preceding the 

E n g l i s h 

l a n g u a g e 

programs. To attend the dinner, 

reservations are required. The 

only way to make these reserva-

tions is by calling the activity 

line at (425) 243-7663 by 5 pm 

on the Monday before the 

meeting or send your request 

v i a  e m a i l  t o :  

dante.reserve@gmail.com.   
 
   Please remember to bring your 

homemade Italian desserts to fin-

ish off this great meal. 
 
   This is a communally prepared 

meal – the preparations start at 

5:30 and the meal is served at 

6:30. People who come early help 

with set up and cooking, those 

who come late help with the clean 

up.  
 
   Pasta dinner cost is $8 per per-

son, $15 per couple, if reserva-

tions are received on the Activity 

Line by 5 pm on Monday before 

the meeting. Late reservations and 

walk-ins are charged $10 per per-

son and subject to availability. We 

meet at Headquarters House, 2336 

15th Avenue, Seattle, WA. DAS 

will not be providing wine for the 

pre-Dante pasta dinners so bring 

your own wine to enjoy and share 

with others. 
 
   There is NO pre-Dante pasta 

dinner for the December Christ-

masas celebration. 

DAS: La Storia 

Anita Bingaman 
 

D AS: La Storia focuses on our organization’s history and future 

direction. In it, we invite our members to share their memories 

and recollections of times past and present and also their hopes and 

advice as we go forward. In this way, we seek to bring our members 

closer together by creating a shared understanding of what DAS is and 

does and by encouraging a common vision of what DAS can be. All 

DAS members are welcome to contribute to this conversation. To do so, 

please contact Linda Heimbigner, La Voce editor, 

LTHdesign@comcast.net.  
 
How did you first become involved with DAS? 

My husband and I had been to Italy, and I was looking for a way to 

make contact with others who loved Italy as much as I did, so I went to 

the Festa Italiana. I spoke with Adele Lord at the Dante table. I later 

went to one of the meetings. Terry Hanlon was there and greeted me in 

such a friendly manner that I was hooked. 
 
What have you done as a member of DAS? 

I have previously served as a counselor, the treasurer, vice president, 

and president. I have helped set up the Festa booth, worked with the 

Carnevale committee, the Primavera Dinner committee, and the Festa 

di Bambini. I was and still am the chairperson for the Italian speaker's 

night. In every capacity I have found great pleasure in working with 

everyone involved. The people dedicated to Dante are the best and have 

inspired my joy in working together to achieve a common goal.  
 
What do you enjoy most about being part of DAS? 

It is the people. I have so many fond memories of working with many, 

many people over the years. 
 
What aspects of DAS history are important for people to remem-

ber? 

What I would say is that, as with any organization, there is a need for 

people to be willing to take part in making things happen. There are 

many people behind every Dante function. Take the monthly dinners, 

for example: the antipasti, setting up for the meetings, you name it, and 

you will find several people who have worked hard to make it happen. 

 

 

San Gennaro Festival 
 

T he San Gennaro Festival is a street fair in the heart of Georgetown 

held the weekend of September 8th—10th. Located at 1225 S An-

gelo Street, Seattle, this festival began in 2013 to celebrate the Patron 

Saint of Naples, the Blood Miracle of St. Gennaro, and the contribution 

of Italian Americans to the Northwest. New this year is the La Cucina 

Galbani cooking stage. Chef Marco will showcase ways to use Galbani 

cheese. 

 

Festa Italiana  
Seattle 
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Inclement 

Weather Pro-

cedure 
 

W inter isn’t over yet and 

weather can still be prickly. 

Hopefully, there will be no repeat of 

winter pasts but in case there is, keep 

in mind when schools, community 

centers, and businesses are closing 

early or remain closed, we will post-

pone any scheduled meeting for 

Headquarters House. We will do our 

best to have a message on the DAS 

reservation line, 425-243-7663, to let 

you know if our meeting needs to be 

canceled. If the weather is treacher-

ous in your area, PLEASE DO NOT 

attempt to travel to Headquarters 

House, we want everyone to be safe. 

 

General  Meeting Photos 
taken by Stephen Stimac 

Traces of 6000 year 

old Wine Found in Si-

cilian Cave 
 

T races found in the bottom of 

terracotta jars in a Sicilian cave 

show wine was being made by Ital-

ians more than 6000 years ago. It was 

believed by scientists that Italy began 

making wine around 1200 B.C. but 

this find pushes that date back at least 

three millennia.  
 
   Before this discovery the thought 

was Sicilian wine making was intro-

duced by the colonization by the an-

cient Greeks. With previous finds the 

malvidin residue could have been 

from pomegranates common to Ar-

menia but with this find they know 

the malvidin could have only come 

from grapes since pomegranates did 

not exist in that area. 
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2017: 
September 13th: English Meeting 

 Claude DaCorsi, Auburn City Councilmember 

 His family’s immigration to the US as  told 

in his book, “Alba Nuova” 

 

September 27th: Italian Meeting 

 Ornella De Stavola 

 “Maremma una Toscana quasi sconosciuta” 

 (A Little Part of Tuscany) 
 
October 11th: English Meeting 

 Nick Minotti 

 “Festa Quiz Review: Where in Italy is  

 Guido Mondobello?” 
   
October 25th: Italian Meeting 

 Albert Sbragia 

 “How the ‘Ndrangheta is Portrayed in the 

 Film ‘Black Souls’ by Francesco Munzi” 
 
 

November 8th: English Meeting 

 Beatrice Arduini, UW 

 Some aspect of Dante, including “The 

 Divine Comedy” 
 
No Italian Meeting in November 

 
 
 
 
December 13th:  
             Annual Christmas Party 
 
No Italian Meeting in December 

2018: 
January 10th: English Meeting 

 Joyce Ramee  

 Musical Presentation (TBA) 
 
January 24th: Italian Meeting 

 TBA 

 

 

 

 

February 7th: English Meeting 

 Wine Tasting Dinner w/Arnie Millan of 

              Esquin Wines 
 
February 28th: Italian Meeting 

 Fr. Tom Lucas, S.J., Rector of Seattle  
 University Jesuit Community 

 “Roman Baroque Painting” 

 

 
March 14th: English Meeting 

 Lloyd Howard, Prof. Emeritus at University of 

 Victoria 

             “An Intro to The Divine Comedy” 
  
March 28th: Italian Meeting 

 Cecilia Strettoi 

              “Literature about WWII and the Italian  

 Resistance” 

 
 
April 11th: English Meeting 

 Election Night 
 
April 25th: Italian Meeting 

 Giuseppe Tassone  

 “La cultura del bello. The Concept of Made 

 in Italy, the Prestigious Label for Italianss” 
 
 

May 19th: English Meeting 

 Rob Prufer 

 “Michelangelo’s Pieta in St. Peters” 

              

No Italian Meeting in May 
 
 

Dante Calendar 2017—2018 

Dante Alighieri Society of Washington 

A t the first meeting of each month (English program), pre-Dante pasta is communally prepared at 5:30 pm 

and served at 6:30 pm. Call the Activity Line (425) 243-7663 by the Monday before to reserve your spot

(s) or email your request to: dante.reserve @gmail.com. Cost: $8.00 per person or $15.00 per couple 
   
   Unless otherwise noted, all programs are held at Headquarters House, 2336 15th Avenue S, in the Beacon 

Hill neighborhood of Seattle. Directions are on the back page of La Voce. 

June-August 2018: Summer break, no meetings. 
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Membership Application 
 

I (We) want to promote Italian language and culture and request membership in the Dante Alighieri Society of 

Washington.  Enclosed is my (our) check in full payment of annual membership dues ($40.00 for individual, 

$50.00 for a family).  
     
    Mark one :   (  ) New Membership ( ) Membership Renewal  

                

Name(s):   _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________________________________________ 

City:  __________________________________  State: _________________________ 
 
Telephone: ______________________    E-mail: _________________________  
 
Amount Enclosed:      Contribution Categories (For recognition stars): 

 Membership Amount: _______________     Bronzo (bronze) - Up to $25 

 Contribution:         Argento (silver) - $26 to $50 

     Social Programs & Activities:_______________    Oro (gold)  - $51 to $100 

     School:   _______________    Platino (platinum) - Over $10 

    Total Enclosed:             _______________ 
                 
 
Please return completed membership application with check to: 
 

Dante Alighieri Society of Washington 

c/o Bruce Leone 

2522 2nd Ave W 

Seattle, WA  98119 
         

Directions to 

Headquarters 

House 
 
Headquarters House is located 

at 2336 15th Avenue South in 

the Beacon Hill neighborhood 

of Seattle. From I-5, take the 

Columbian Way/Spokane 

Street exit, eastbound. Turn 

left at the first light, Spokane 

Street and left again at the next 

light, 15th Avenue S. After 

crossing Beacon Avenue, 

Headquarters House will be on 

the right side between 

Bayview and College Streets. 


