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President's Message 
Alessandra Hankinson 

Cari Amici, 
 
October has been a vibrant month for our society, filled with engaging events and 
memorable gatherings. Jamie Hunt from Fast Penny Spirits treated us to a fascinating 
presentation that included an Amaro tasting experience, which proved to be a crowd 
favorite. The interactive nature of the evening created a wonderful atmosphere of learning 
and enjoyment. We then had the pleasure of welcoming back Rebecca Albiani, who once 
again demonstrated her exceptional expertise with an enlightening presentation on 
Caravaggio that captivated our audience. 
 
Another highlight was our 2nd Annual Dante Alighieri Language School Student Mixer. The 
new venue proved to be an excellent choice, providing the perfect setting for meaningful 
connections and conversations. It was especially heartening to see all of our teachers in 
attendance, creating valuable opportunities for students to interact with their instructors 
in a relaxed social setting. The energy and enthusiasm throughout the event were 
testament to our thriving community! 
 
I'm also delighted to share that our chapter was recently featured in L'Italo Americano, one 
of the oldest Italian-American publications in the United States. The article beautifully 
captures the spirit and mission of Dante Seattle, highlighting our community's dedication 
to promoting Italian language and culture. I encourage you to read the full article at: 
https://italoamericano.org/dantes-society-seattle-new-year/ 
 
Looking ahead to November, we're proud to continue our tradition of supporting Cinema 
Italian Style as a sponsor. This week-long celebration of Italian cinema continues to be one 
of Seattle's cultural highlights, bringing the best of contemporary Italian films to our city. 
Whether you're planning a date night or organizing a group outing with fellow Italian 
enthusiasts, this festival offers a perfect opportunity to immerse yourself in Italian culture. 

https://italoamericano.org/dantes-society-seattle-new-year/


I encourage you to gather your friends and join us in supporting this wonderful event 
(scroll down in the newsletter for a special discount code for Dante members and 
students!). 

 

  
Cinema Italian Style 
Dante members can use code CIS2025 at checkout for $3 off a single ticket price. You can 
find more information about the CIS schedule of events, movie times/descriptions and 
purchase tickets HERE.  
 
Festa di Natale Potluck - RSVP! 
 
Please RSVP for our annual Festa di Natale celebration and potluck taking place on the 
evening of Saturday, December 13th. Join us for live music, food, drinks and of 
course....Tombola with prizes! This year we will be requiring RSVPs and selling tickets for a 
small fee (we will be collecting $15 at the door per attendee). Dante will be providing a live 
band along with wine, beer and non-alcoholic beverages - all you have to do is bring a food 
dish to share! We are looking forward to celebrating with you! 
 
Please RSVP HERE.  
 

Upcoming Presentations 
 
November 12th (English) 
 
Meeting Topic: Don De Santis speaks about the rise of the Venetian Empire. The Venetian 
Empire, known as the Stato di Mare, was one of the richest and most powerful entities in 
Europe from late antiquity up through the early modern era.  Born of necessity - Romans 

https://www.siff.net/programs-and-events/cinema-italian-style-2025
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc4wy4-soTlcp6K-oaBFIRqN-3RF8-445li10E1OO4mBQbVpg/viewform?usp=sf_link


fleeing foreign invasions - Venice had a foot in multiple cultures.  For hundreds of years the 
city owed allegiance to the Byzantine empire in the east, but it was also firmly grounded in 
Western Europe. At one point the city was the largest and richest city in Western Europe.  
Venice had its own unique culture and traditions, and its own dialect of Italian.  In this 
presentation we will explore the foundation stories, the rise as a great power that 
controlled much of the Eastern Mediterranean, and its long slow decline.  No longer a great 
power, the city was still rich and had to reinvent itself, in some ways as a playground for the 
rest of Europe.  We will look briefly at the challenges the city faces in the 21st century. 
 
Don De Santis Biography: Don De Santis has a passion for history.  He received his B.A. in 
History from Loyola Marymount University and has traveled to five continents and roughly 
thirty countries.  He also has degrees from USC and the University of Washington and is 
working on his M.A. in History from Eastern Washington University.  From 2014 to 2020 he 
was a regular speaker on Rome for the Rick Steves Travel Center in Edmonds.  Since 2018 
he has been a speaker for several cruise lines on cruises in Europe and North America.  His 
presentations cover the history, art and culture of the places visited. 
 

 

 

If you plan on attending the dinner before the talk, please RSVP here.  

 

November 26th (Italian) - Please note there will be no meeting on November 26th due to the  
Thanksgiving holiday 
 

Language Program News  
By Giuseppe Tassone 

 
Our Italian language program resumed on October 7th with all levels of Italian full and 182 
students enrolled. This first month of class was full of excitement for both instructors and 
students, 85 of them first-time students. It is a pleasure to introduce those students to our 
beautiful language and see their quick progress after just a few classes.  The beauty of our 
program is that it is designed to progress over the quarters and years and make students 
gradually more and more proficient in Italian language. 
 

https://danteseattle.org/register-for-pasta-dinner/


At the Italian Mixer on October 17, with our president Alessandra Hankinson greeting them 
at the entrance, we had a large participation of students and all but one instructor were 
present as well. We heard a lot of talking in Italian and it was a very nice opportunity to 
meet in person. We missed our fellow students enrolled in our program from other areas 
and were not able to participate in person but we strive to create a sense of community in 
each of our lessons although meeting remotely. Our next opportunity is participation at 
SIFF - Cinema Italian Style of whom we are a sponsor. 
 
Winter quarter registration is now open and although we know that some of the students 
enrolled fall quarter will not be able for various reasons to continue, we aim for a good 
retention.  
 
In this regard, we remind students that when enrolling for winter quarter, they should 
choose the same level in which they are currently enrolled. Students who took a break from 
our program and wish to resume and new students not absolute beginners. can join our 
program winter quarter and they can contact me for advice and placement if needed. 
 
When going to the Italian Language Program webpage, I’ve 
the pleasure to announce the offering of a course that I’ve 
been wanting to have in our program for quite some time and 
that finally I’ll be able to make it possible. It is my Made in 
Italy - Italian for Business class that will be offered quarterly 
when in a given quarter the minimum enrollment required is 
reached. The course, in a time that doesn’t conflict with 
other courses and suitable for other time zones, will be 
offered quarterly online with the syllabus and Canvas 
Modules built around my textbook Un Buon Affare - Italian 
for Business - Hackett Publishing and in addition Modules 
with additional material for students to use at their own pace 
and leisure even after students complete the course. 
 
The course is aimed to students from any location in the US 
or abroad with a Level B2 or above of proficiency who are preparing for a career in the field 
of Business Italian and International Studies with a particular emphasis on Italy, 
professionals who are conducting business in Italy or with Italian companies, those who 
intend to work in Italy or to establish commercial relations with Italian enterprises and 
clients and anyone passionate about Italian to help them to go beyond basic 
communications skills and the literary language and challenge them to use and improve 
their language skills in the world of Italian business. It is going to be an enjoyable and 
stimulating experience for all. 
 
Find out more about here: https://danteseattle.org/made-in-italy-italian-for-business/ 
 
 

https://danteseattle.org/made-in-italy-italian-for-business/


 
 

COOKS NEEDED! CHANNEL YOUR 
INNER FOODIE! 

Our November 12 English Meeting needs a Pre-Dante Pasta Chef or two.  

Details will be provided to anyone who is interested in taking a turn preparing our 
communal dinner for that night. 

Please consider doing this -- it's easy and you don't even have to be a Dante 
member (yet!!)  

It's a great way to make new Dante friends and get involved. 

Email Joyce Ramee joyce@danteseattle.org  right away if you can volunteer! 
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